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The honey-lime marinated 
chicken skewers prepared 
here by Chef  Madelyn Turner 
took first-place honors in 
the appetizers division at the 
Worthington Area Chamber of  
Commerce Taste of  Worthington 
event in June.  Willow Brook 
Christian Home has won the 
competition four of  the last 
six years, proving once again 
that people who live at Willow 
Brook do indeed eat very, very 
well.

Voted
Number 
One -
Again!



Residents and staff  from all three of  Willow 
Brook’s campuses gathered at Willow Brook at 

Delaware Run last month for the first-ever Willow 
Brook Olympic Extravaganza!
     Nearly 170 resident athletes participated in 15 
events ranging from casting contests on the pond, 
free-throw shooting, a home run derby, shuffle-
board, putting and chipping, billiards, and ping-
pong, to remote control car racing.  
     Extravaganza was for everyone, from indepen-
dent athletes to folks who needed wheelchairs and 
scooters to get around.  All had many opportunities 
to compete. 
     “The enthuriasm and team effort from all the 
campuses was fun for everybody,” said event or-
ganizer Jim Bartha.  “At the very beginning Lora 
Detlor at Willow Brook Christian Home announced 
her team would be the Red Warriors.  Willow Brook 
Christian Village representatives named themselves 
the Green Geckos, and they were quickly joined by 
the Delaware Run Yellow Jackets.”  They all wore 
their colors with pride.
     Village resident Tom Ebbert designed the logo 
and worked with Bartha to create posters and flyers 
to promote the event..
     Chef  Marc Dullin arrived at 4 a.m. to put a 
couple of  hogs on the spit, and they roasted over 
the wood fire for hours in preparation for the pig 
roast at the end of  the day.
     The event was such a success that planning has 
already begun for Extravaganza II in 2012.

Ed Denta, one of  the dozen participants in the 8-ball competition.

Delaware Run Bocce competitors Jim Roesch and Charlie Hall, 
sporting yellow shirts, the official Delaware Run color of  the day.

Tabletop shuffleboarders from Willow Brook Christian Home, in 
Worthington, named themselves winners in the tabletop division of  
the shuffleboard competition.follow us on Facebook.

Who Speaks for the Poor?
by Larry Harris, CEO

Warren Buffett is my
 favorite obscene-

ly-rich American.  With a
net worth of $50 billion, 
he rarely steps in front 
of a television camera 
without blabbing the uncomfortable truth that his 
federal tax rate is a small fraction of his secretary’s, 
his housekeeper’s, and probably yours.  
     This summer he wrote an opinion piece for the 
New York Times where he flat-out declared that 
Congress coddles the rich.  How, he asks, can our 
elected representatives in clear conscience cut his 
taxes while pulling funds from food banks and free 
clinics?
     I thought the talking heads on Fox 
were going to explode as they jumped 
into overdrive in their attempts to dis-
credit the benevolent billionaire.  After 
all, this guy’s an insider who’s blowing 
the cover on the game.
     Thank you, Mr. Buffett, for stepping 
forward to proclaim a truth.  

Tax cuts or not, ministries for the 
poor are under assault across this 

nation.  For proof, look no further than 
right here at Willow Brook.  Ohio’s budget for the  
next two years kicked in this summer, and the news 
is not good for the poor we are striving to serve.  We 
anticipate losing half a million dollars in Medicaid 
payments in our two nursing homes for the care we 
give 38 people who are out of money.  
     In addition, we are braced to lose several hun-
dred thousand more from anticipated cuts in Medi-
care that will take effect this fall.  
     Other nursing homes also are suffering big hits, 
and I fear that some may close.  Others likely will 
stop serving destitute patients altogether, in effect 
cutting the oldest and poorest among us “out of the 
system.”
     How tragic!  Where will they go?  What will they 
do?  

     We’ve always run our nursing 
homes above state standards, 
even with the knowledge that 
Medicaid would not cover 100 per-
cent of the costs.  Our buildings

Larry Harris, CEO
lharris@willow-brook.org

			             are nicer than Medi-   
caid pays for.  We hire 
more housekeepers 
than the minimum – 
that’s why our nursing 
homes  don’t stink.  In 

our culinary and nursing deparments, we have 
always delivered above baseline standards, know-
ing that some of the costs would not be covered.  
Those were conscious choices we were happy to 
make.
     But the cuts imposed now are beyond any 
shortfall we have ever experienced.  This is serious 
business.  

     Yet these cuts are no surprise.  Our 
Statehouse politicians are simply de-
livering what Ohioans voted for.  And 
given the miserly mood that is sweep-
ing both The Statehouse and Con-
gress, I fear that these cuts are only 
a down payment on additional pain to 
come.  
     Things don’t have to be this way.  
Budgets are about choices.  They are 
moral documents that reflect values, 
so let’s listen to what they are tell-
ing us:  Millionaires and billionaires 

are dished phenomenal tax cuts; rich corporations 
legally move operations offshore to a post office 
box in Bermuda or the Caymans to dodge billions 
in U.S. taxes; our wretched wars have run up a tab 
now tallied in the multi-trillions (to say nothing of the 
precious lives lost – American, Afghan, and Iraqi).  
     Yet ministries for our most vulnerable citizens 
are being de-funded willy-nilly.  There, my friend, is 
the CliffsNotes version of our values.

So who speaks for the poor?  Who will tell their 
stories?  Who will rise up to champion their 

cause, cry with them in their hour of need, and see 
that basic human dignity is preserved for them?  
And, taking cues from the Wall Street crowd and 
military contractors,  who will amass the millions of 
dirty dollars on behalf of our poor to curry favor with 
politicians? 
     I fear that dark days lie ahead for America’s 
down and out.  I can speak with authority and 
conviction about the cuts imposed upon nursing 
homes.  It is bad, bad news, which leads me to of-
fer you a simple word of advice:  Don’t allow your-
self to become old, sick, and poor at the same time.  
You may be less than pleased with your options. 

Budgets
 are about

choices.  They 
are moral docu-

ments that reflect 
values, so let’s 
listen to what 

they are
telling us.



•	 Independent twin-
single homes & 
apartments

•	 Assisted living
•	 Memory care
•	 Corporate offices
•	 The Water’s Edge  

Restaurant
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Communities

•	 Twin-single homes & 
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•	 Assisted living  
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•	 Skilled nursing &
       rehabilitation
•	 Heritage Day Health
       adult day care 
•	 Courtyard Restaurant
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Church of  Christ

www.willow-brook.org

Reflections is published 
quarterly by Willow Brook 
Christian Communities.

Teri Ryan, editor

Beyond
GOLDEN

A Special
Anniversary Celebration

for Couples Married
50+ Years

Together you have found a friendship,
raised a family, and built a beautiful marriage.
It is our pleasure to celebrate your 50+ years of

wedded bliss at this FREE event.

Saturday, Oct. 8 • 3-5p.m.
WILLOW BROOK AT DELAWARE RUN
100 Delaware Crossing West, Delaware

Please return this reservation form by Saturday, Oct. 1, 2011 to
The Delaware Gazette, P. O. Box 100, Delaware, OH 43015

Husband’s Name: ___________________________________________________

Wife’s Name: ______________________________________________________

Number of Years Married: __________ Number of Descendents: __________

Where were you married? ____________________________________________

Husband’s Age: _________ Wife’s Age: _________

S P O N S O R E D B Y:

NORTH POINTE
Family Dentist
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Raise High the Roof  Beams – The roof  trusses were 
set in place on September 1, meaning the new “G-wing” 
enclosing the Village Square at Delaware Run is on track to 
be fully enclosed before the cold weather arrives.  All but one 
of  the 22 apartments in G-wing have been spoken for.

A new feature has been added to the culinary services at 
Delaware Run:  the chef ’s table.  Once a month a foursome 
is invited to dine in the kitchen and watch meal prepara-
tions first-hand.  Cal and Dottie Knight and Bill and Jean 
Baskwill, above, were the August “kitchen tourists.”

The minute you walk into Janet 
Yoder’s home at Willow Brook 

Christian Village, you know you’re vis-
iting someone who has been around.  
Home furnishings hint of  time spent 
around the globe.  Janet’s late husband,    

In our Neighborhood . . .

Janet Yoder brings
International Perspective

Amos, was a university 
professor, foreign ser-
vice officer, and author.
     “We moved to Thai-
land in 1956,” she says.  
“and I went through cul-
ture shock.”  Subsequent 
assignments brought  
rich opportunities for 
the entire family.
     In Israel, a young 
Ariel Sharon, the future 
prime minister of  Israel, 
introduced her to what 
he called “my Israel.” 
She remembers him for 
his love of  Coca Cola 
and their trips to Haifa, 
the Sea of  Galilee, and 
the desert.  “He was a 
sweet, simple, smiling, 
and sophisticated man,” 
she said.
     While in Israel she 
led in the formation of  
a school for English-
speaking children.
     After the foreign 
service, Amos taught 
foreign policy and in-
ternational relations at 
the University of  Idaho.  
Having many interests, 
Janet developed a series 

of  adult education  
courses that she knew 
she would enjoy, and the 
university created a direc-
tor of  continuing educa-
tion position, which she 
held for 15 years.
    The Yoders moved to 
central Ohio to be near 
their daughter and the 
universities in the area.  
Amos continued to lec-
ture, leading the family to 
Hungary for six months 
and to Bejing and Shang-
hai after Chairman Mao 
was gone.
     Wanting to be close 
to friends in Delaware 
after Amos passed away, 
Janet moved to Willow 
Brook Christian Village 
in 2001. 
     “I came in large part 
for the intellectual stimu-
lation,” she explains.  
“While I like bridge, my 
friends love it and are very 
good at it.  I’m not that 
good, and I need some-
thing more in my life.”
     True to form, she set 
about creating a learning 
opportunity for herself

and others, just as she 
had in Israel and Idaho.
     In 2006, she estab-
lished at Willow Brook 
Christian Village a 
lecture series that covers 
such diverse subject areas 
as Mexican immigration 
and American food prac-
tices, American operetta, 
roses, youth in Delaware 
city politics, and growing 
up in Africa.
     She  is also a member 
of  the planning commit-
tee for Delaware’s “Great 
Decisions” foreign af-
fairs lecture series.
     For all she has ac-
complished, Janet 
quickly points out that 
family was most impor-
tant. “Those months in 
foreign posts brought us 
close together; we still 
are,” she says, picking 
up a photo of  her four-
generation family taken 
last summer.
     They, and we, are 
thankful that Janet has 
spent her lifetime con-
tinuously seeking ways to 
learn more.

Willow Brook
Christian Village

100 Willow Brook Way S
 Delaware, Ohio  43015

       Phone: (740) 369-0048 
       Fax:     (740) 369-7034

Delaware, Ohio

Willow Brook
Christian Home
55 Lazelle Road

Columbus, Ohio  43235
Phone (614) 885-3300

Fax (614) 885-8476

Worthington, Ohio

•	 Rehabilitation & skilled 
nursing care

•	 Assisted living
•	 The Grapevine Grill

Willow Brook
at Delaware Run

100 Delaware Crossing W
Delaware, OH  43015
Phone (740) 201-5640

Fax (740) 201-5740

The Green Way to view Reflections . . .

If  you would like to read Reflections online, just e-mail dwelch@willow-
brook.org and put the word subscribe in the subject line.  Give your full 

name and address in the body of  your email, and we will begin sending 
you this newsletter via a link to our web site. Our forests thank you.



Live Simply
I Thessalonians 4:11-12

Give More
II Corinthians 9:7

Expect Less
Luke 6:35

Senior Sharing 
Time

A day of  inspiration
for Seniors

Speakers:   Jason Ridgeway
Adam Metz
Bill Hopkins

October 11, 2011
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Willow Brook Christian Village
100 Willow Brook Way South

Delaware, Ohio  43015

For more information, call Helen Reppart
at 740-363-0686

Gifts of Love
Memorial Contributions

through August 22, 2011

Vernon and Norma Opal Bowen
  Jo-Ellen Griffith
  Joseph Griffith
  Maggie Griffith
Woodrow Buchanan
  Mary L. Waugh
Robert L. Carlton
  Jo-Ellen Griffith
  Joseph Griffith
  Maggie Griffith
Katherine “Louise” Clark
  John & Shelly Hubbell
Earl G. “Red” Condit
  Charlotte A. Gallant
  Jeff & Elaine Groezinger
  Dominic Mongiardo
  Arlene W. Palenshus
  Helen J. Reppart
  David & Jane Weade
Lois Cosby
  Helen J. Reppart
  Lois K. Smith
  Residents Advisory Council
Esther Daniels
  Carl & Avalene Daniels
Richard Dunlap
  Thomas & Shirley Griffin
Bernard Dunnan
  Mariella C. Dunnan
Arline Earich
  Claudia J. Wells
John D. Edwards
  Dave & Edna Edwards
Ed Flahive
  Jean L. Flahive
Joan Fletcher
  Karen Fletcher
  Randy & Judith Mobley
Lawrence Fletcher
  Karen Fletcher
  Randy & Judith Mobley
Elsie Goodman
  Leslie Goodman
Glen Gornall
  Don & Yvonne Campbell
Audrey and Alberta Harris
  Larry & Janet Harris
John T. Hayes
  Karen S. Hayes
Katherine K Hilborn
  James & Sharon Edwards
William L. Hoffman
  Tiffany C. Wilson
Roberta “Bobbie” Hutchison
  James L. Hutchison
James E. Jackson
  Norma V. Jackson
  Mitchell & Dyana Welch
Grace Jones
  Mary Jean Roach

Michael Petrucci
  Martha G. Petrucci
Gene and Maude Prince
  Larry & Janet Harris
Jackie Pugh
  Thomas & Shirley Griffin
Louise Roebuck
  Michelle P. Washington
Elizabeth Rumbold
  Beth A. White
Robert R. Rutan
  Jane W. Rutan
Terence J. Ryan
  Mark & Teresa Ryan
John G. Sauer
  Kacy Meade
Doris Saurman
  Paul Saurman
Diana “D” Seebode
  Mary Jean Roach
Cliff Seelenbinder
  Martha J. Seelenbinder
Andia Shisler
  Rose E. Berner
Roger Dean Snider
  Thomas & Shirley Griffin
Howard A. Steahly
  Anonymous
  Rick & Marta Brown
  Craig & Sue Cope
  Martin & Mary Glynn
  Clarence & Peggy Roudebush
Bernie Stewart
  Gordon M. Stewart
Lura Jane Stewart
  Lucille M. Burkett
Maryanne Stewart
  Gordon M. Stewart
Herb Strigle
  Charles & Margaret Dronsfield
Grover and Eulah Strouse
  Judith H. Mackell-Hagner
Amanda O. “Weed” Thompson
  Mary Jean Roach 
Les J. Tome
  Naomi Tome
John Trautman
  Josephine M. Montgomery
Nelda Tschappat
  William & Mavourneen Bonar
Randy LaRue Weller
  Elmer & Eileen LaRue
Wanda Wiggins
  William & Mavourneen Bonar
Ercel Wren
  Mary Jean Roach
Edward Ziegler
  Anita Bourke

Gifts were received
in honor of: 
Willow Brook Residents Who
Have Received Assistance
  Jeanne Simpson
C. Edgar Ames
  Marty Ames
John R. Burns, Sr.
  Curtis & Genevieve Burns
John R. Burns, Jr.
  Curtis & Genevieve Burns
Carol L. Calkins
  Robert Wilson
Frances Carlton
  Jo-Ellen Griffith
  Joseph Griffith
  Maggie Griffith
Glenn R. Carlton
  Edward & Margaret Carlton
Cherith Care Center Staff
  Mary Jean Roach
Mary Lou Dieck
  Kurt & Lonni Dieck
Phyllis Dronsfield
  Charles & Margaret Dronsfield
Dorothy Edwards
  Debra J. Engelman
Corinne D. "Davie" Esau
  Arlene W. Palenshus
Tamara Hardy
  JoAnne Skipton
Loved Ones
  Calvin & Dorothy Knight
Clara Main
  Irma Joy Jauchius
  Delores V. Lallathin
Joan Ellen Morrison
  Jo-Ellen Griffith
  Joseph Griffith
  Maggie Griffith
Physical Therapy Staff at Village
  Mary Jean Roach
Lillian R. Powell
  Mel & Nancy Effron
Helen J. Reppart
  Arlene W. Palenshus
Todd Skipton
  JoAnne Skipton
Randolph W. "Randy" Southwick
  Eugene & Terry Martini
Lois M. Ward
  Eric A. Radcliff
Willow Brook
Accounting Department
  Eugene & Terry Martini
Willow Brook Residents
  Duane & Diane Yothers
Mary L. Ziegler
  Anita Bourke

Kathleen S. “Katy” Ames
  Marty Ames
Ruth H. Bauerle
  Kaaren Courtney
  Mary Jean Roach
David Bowen
  Brenda Burkett
David Bowen, Jr.
  Brenda Burkett
Dorothy Bowen
  Brenda Burkett

Millard Justice
  Clara B. Justice
Jean W. Kohan
  Andrew J. Kohan
George and Laura Lane
  Pauline L. Reuwee
Marie Langford
  Johnny & Marlene Yarhouse
Thomas J. Lasley
  Mark & Sue Lasley
Miriam J. Lee
  Roy & Nancy Reed
  Mary Jean Roach
Bertha A. Lengacher
  John & Deloris Suppes
Benjamin M. Lewis
  Mary Jean Roach
Homer Lively
  Mary A. Lively
Dorrance Lowry
  Robert D. Harris
Virginia (Harris) Lowry
  Robert D. Harris
Edith MacBlane
  Ronald & Judith Bohanek
  Ellen C. Scarci
  Richard & Nancy Scarci
Gary R. Mackell
  Judith H. Mackell-Hagner
Elizabeth C. “Liz” Mintos
  Stephen C. Mintos
Mom and Dad
  Suzanne S. Martin
Roberta Moore
  Sally A. Sutton
French and Eulah Morris
  Jo-Ellen Griffith
  Joseph Griffith
  Maggie Griffith
Erwin Morrison
  Jo-Ellen Griffith
  Joseph Griffith
  Maggie Griffith
Our Mothers
  Robert & Martha Slatzer
Guy C. Murphy
  Sheila J. Murphy
David Myers, Sr.
  Thomas & Carolyn Myers
Marjorie R. Nichols
  Walter & Wendy Nichols
Charles D. O’Dell
  Martha A. O’Dell
Esther R. Pabst
  Sharman Tisdale
Robert M. Palmer
  Catherine G. Palmer

A year after its birth, Willow Brook’s popular Music 
on the Mezzanine series at Delaware Run has out-

grown both its venue and its name.  Now, Music Over 
the Mezzanine performances are held in the larger, 
third-floor Summit Room to accommodate the crowds 
who attend for a wide variety of  musical styles and the 
delicious desserts that follow.  Coming up:

•	 Thursday, September 29, 7:00 pm – The Blue Sul-
tans, with music from the 40s and 50s

•	 Thursday, October 27, 7:00 pm - Ken and Mary 
lead an Oktoberfest with their accordians

•	 Thursday, December 22, 7:00 pm – Christmas 
Sing-along with Bob Nims

The Music is now
Over the Mezzanine

The Delaware band “The 8th Wonder” played
to a standing-room-only crowd at a summer

Music on the Mezzanine performance. 
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