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REFLECTIONS

Any five-year-old can tell you the truth:  the calendar is wrong in 
counting only thirty days from Thanksgiving to Christmas!  Be-

tween those holidays are really a gadzillion of  the longest days of  the year!  
Yet while children try to find a way to push gadzillion down to now-it’s-
time, grownups hurry, scurry, hasten, wrap and hide, to prepare the gifts 
that bring the Christmas glow to little faces on the magic morning.
     As they hurry around making Christmas happen for others, however, 
adults will be hoping the children learn that trinkets and tinsel are not 
the true meaning of  Christmas.  Rather, the holiday glow emanates from 
the understanding that the great gift of  Christmas is the love brought to 
the world by Christ.  Even the gold, frankincense, and myrrh of  that 
first Christmas were but valuable trinkets offered in those days to secular 
royalty.  The Magi weren’t wise enough to understand.  Within a few days 
this king and his parents would be immigrant aliens seeking asylum in 
Egypt.  Fancy gifts would never soften his life; but his love would comfort 
thousands of  other lives.
     Christmas falls in the coldest, darkest season; yet twenty centuries later 
we still see that great gift, love with its power, lighting Christmas hearts 
and faces.
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