











Iy REFLECTIONS ohonprett

US postage
paid
Reflections Permit #102
is published quartetly by: Delaware,
Willow Brook Christian Communities Ohio

Send change of address to:
100 Delaware Crossing West
Delaware, Ohio 43015

Return service requested

1If you wish to remove your name from the
Reflections mailing list, please call
740-201-5688.

Lighting Christmas Hearts and Faces

A@/ [Jive-year-old can tell you the truth: the calendar is wrong in
counting only thirty days from Thanksgiving to Christmas! Be-
tween those holidays are really a gadzillion of the longest days of the year!
Yet while children try to find a way to push gadzillion down to now-it’s-
time, grownups hurry, scurry, hasten, wrap and hide, to prepare the gifts
that bring the Christmas glow to little faces on the magic morning.

As they burry around making Christmas happen for others, however,
adults will be hoping the children learn that trinkets and tinsel are not
the true meaning of Christmas. Rather, the holiday glow emanates from
the understanding that the great gift of Christmas is the love brought to
the world by Christ. Even the gold, frankincense, and myrrh of that
[first Christmas were but valuable trinkets offered in those days to secular
royalty. The Magi weren't wise enough to understand. Within a few days
this king and bis parents wonld be immigrant aliens seeking asylum in
Egypt. Fancy gifts wonld never soften his life; but his love would comfort
thousands of other lives.

Christmas falls in the coldest, darkest season; yet twenty centuries later
we still see that great gif, love with its power, lighting Christmas hearts

and faces.
by Ruth Bauerle
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